
 

THE LEBRON CONSTITUTIONAL CASE 
 

Precedent. 
 
In the 1997 Illinois Supreme Court case Best v. Taylor Machine Works (Ill. 1997), 689 N.E.2d 1057, the 
Court struck down a broad $500,000 cap on non-economic damages, finding that by enacting this cap (as 
well as other so-called “tort reform”), the legislature violated the power and authority of local judges and 
juries to decide cases.  Legally, this was considered a violation of “separation of powers.”  The Court also 
ruled that the cap was impermissible “special legislation” (i.e., it conferred special privileges or protections 
to benefit special interests).   
 
Best followed an earlier 1976 case, Wright v. Central Du Page Hosp. Ass'n 347 N.E.2d 736 (Ill. 1976), where 
the court also struck down a $500,000 cap, finding that this law was an unconstitutional “special privilege.”  
It also found the cap to be an unconstitutional denial of equal protection, discriminating against “the most 
seriously injured victims of medical malpractice,” while reducing “the recovery [available to] those victims 
who suffer moderate or minor injuries” only slightly or not at all. 
 
The 2005 Law.   
 
In August 2005, the legislature again enacted a cap on non-economic damages, this one limiting 
compensation in cases against doctors to $500,000 and against hospitals to $1 million.   

 
The Lebron Case. 
 
Abigaile LeBron, now almost three-years-old, was severely brain damaged due to lack of oxygen during her 
birth.  For example, she must be fed through a tube because she cannot swallow.  Her family brought suit 
against Gottlieb Memorial Hospital in Melrose Park, Illinois, as well as the doctor in her case. 
 
At 5:45 p.m. the nurses paged Abigaile’s doctor and told him that the monitors were showing irregular heart 
rate patterns. Instead of coming to the hospital to evaluate the situation in person, he communicated with the 
nurses by phone.  He ordered that Abigaile’s mother be given a drug to prolong labor as opposed to 
expediting delivery.  Although her condition continued to deteriorate and he was told this by phone, he did 
not arrive at the hospital until over two hours after he was first notified of a serious problem.  He then 
ordered an urgent c-section.   Still, the hospital did not deliver Abigaile for another 44 minutes.  She was 
born with extensive brain damage.  There is every indication that these problems are permanent and will 
affect Abigaile for the rest of her life. 
 
The Lebron Lower Court Ruling. 
 
“[In the Best case,] the Supreme Court ruled that a cap on non-economic damages applicable in all cases 
operates as a legislative remittitur which ‘disregards the jury’s careful deliberative process in determining 
damages that will fairly compensate injured plaintiffs who have proven their causes of action’ and that ‘the 
cap on damages is mandatory and operates wholly apart from the specific circumstances of a particular 
plaintiff’s noneconomic injuries.  [O]nce the Supreme Court has declared the law on any point, we may not 
refuse to follow it..…”  
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